APPENDIX. 


Ir has been thought advisable that as a mattor of permanent record in the 
Transactions of the Society an appendix should be added to the first volume, in 
its reissue in second edition, which should embrace an account of the  pre- 
liminary steps which led to the formation of the Society, and which culminated 
in the first annual meeting reported in this volume. 

In the autumn or the winter of 1879 there was an occasion for some correspond- 
ence between Prof John E, Sweet, of Syracuse, and Mr, Frank C, Smith, of Dela- 
ware, O. In one of these letters, Professor Sweet mentioned that he had thought 
of asking certain contributors to the subject of mechanical engineering, through 
the columns of the New York journal known as the American Machinist, to meet 
at a certain convenient time in New York to give the publishers of that journal a 
surprise, and to get acquainted with them and with each other. While the 
letters made no definite allusion to it, vet there was in the mind of Professor 
Swect an idea that some sort of a socicty might grow out of such a gathering. 
The society conception presented itself also to Mr. Smith, and he at once wrote to 
several cngineers, Mr. James W. See, of Hamilton, O., and Mr. Jackson Bailey, 
editor of the Machinist, among cthers, suggesting the formation of a society. Mr. 
Bailey favored the idea, visited Professor Sweet at his home, and insisted that he 
should take the initiative steps for calling a meeting to consider the question, 

A form of letter was sketched out, and forty or more were sent to such repre- 
sentative men as Professor Sweet thought advisable to approach on the subject. 
Among these were Professor Thurston, then at Stevens Institute of Technology, 
and Mr. Alexander L, Holley, both of whom took great interest in the proposi- 
tion. and joined with Professor Sweet in asking others to attend the meeting at 
the New York office of the American Machinist, at 96 Fulton Street, on the morn- 
ing of Monday, February 16, 1880 

Mr. Bailey and Professor Sweet conferred with Mr. Holley in the matter of pre- 
paring in advance the matters which should come before the meeting, and the 
result of this conference was the suggestion that each should sketch some form of 
constitution. and that the three drafts should be rubbed together in advance of the 
meeting and presented for discussion. 

Professor Swect has said that in the draft so presented at that meeting his work 
was mainly obliterated, leaving only Mr. Holley’s, but those who know him best 
will perhaps be able to place its proper value upon such a disclaimer. 

It was in this way that the call for this preliminary meeting came to be issued 
in the names of Professor Sweet, Professor ‘Thurston, and Mr. olley. 

Professor Sweet called the meeting to order, and nominated Mr. Holley as 
chairman, and Mr. Samuel Webber, chosen as secretary, requested that these 
duties might fall upon his son, Mr. Samuel 8. Webber, who was thus the Society’s 
first secretary. 

There were about thirty gentlemen present at that meeting ; the rol! included: 


Messrs. Baldwin, Stephen W.., Messrs. Forney, M. N., 
Sarnard, George A., Grimshaw, Robert, 
Church, Wm. Lee, Hemenway, F. F., 
Copeland, George M., Hines, D. S., 
Copeland, Chas, T., Hoffman, Wm. H., 
Coon, J. S., Holley, 
Couch, A. B., Kraus, H. T.C., 
Emery, Chas. E., Leavitt, E. D., Jr., 
Fish, John, Lyne, Lewis F., 
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Messrs. Newton, C. C., Messrs. Trowbridge, W. P., 
Odell, W. H., Watson, Egbert P., 
Pickering, F. R., Webber, Samuel 8., 
Porter, Chas. T., Webber, Samuel, 
Smith, Frank C., Wolff, Alfred K., 
Sweet. John E., Worthington, Henry R, 


Letters were read from 


Messrs. Cooper, John H., Messrs. Penney, Edgar, 
Hague, Charles A., Pond, Frank H., 
Hill, J. W., Richards, Chas. B., 
Hoadley, J. C., Robbins, E. H., 
Kent, William, See, J. W., 
Le Van, W. Barnet, Swasy, Ambrose, 
Lyman, E., Warner, Worcester R. 
Norman, Geo. H., Williams, W. J., 
Parks, E. H., Woodward, F. G. 


The address upon the ‘‘ Field of Mechanical Engineering,” printed on page 7 of 
this volume, was delivered by Mr. Holley upon taking the chair 

After some discussion as to a suitable name, and the suggestion of the name of 
American Society of Dynamical Engineers, it was decided to call the new asso- 
ciation The American Society of Mechanical Engineers, as suggested by Mr. C. W. 
Copeland and amended. <A set of provisional rules and by-laws was submitted 
and approved, but were open for revision before final adoption. 

A Committee on Nominations was appointed, consisting of Messrs. A. L. Holley, 
Professor Sweet, H. R. Worthington, E. D. Leavitt, Jr., and Charles T. Porter ; 
the chairman to appoint a Committee on Constitution and By-laws, to report at 
the next meeting, April 7, this meeting being only preliminary, to ascertain 
how the formation of such a society would be regarded. 

On the 15th of March Mr. A. L. Holley. as chairman of the preliminary meet- 
ing, issued a circular, of which the following is a copy of its first page : 


THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. 
239 Broapway, New York, March 15, 1880. 
Dear Sir : 

A meeting to organize the American Society of Mechanical Engineers will be 
held af 11 o’clock a.M., on Wednesday, April 7, in the Hall of the Stevens Insti- 
tute, Hoboken, N. J. You are invited to attend. 

At a preliminary meeting of engineers. held in New York on February 16, a 
code of rules was unanimously recommended for the consideration of a Committee 
on Organization, to be appointed by the chairman, who was also to be a member. 
This committee is: Henry R. Worthington, Eckley B. Coxe, Jackson Bailey, 
Gen. Q. A. Gilmore, Prof. W. P. Trowbridge, M. N. Forney, and Alex. L. 
Holley. 

The following committee to nominate officers was appointed by the meeting : 
Prof. John E. Sweet, E. D. Leavitt, Jr., Chas. T. Porter, Henry R. Worthington, 
and A. L. Holley. 

These committees will report to the meeting on April 7; rules will also be 
adopted and officers elected. 

The chairman of the preliminary meeting was requested to call the meeting for 
organization.* 

In the rules recommended at the preliminary meeting, it was provided that 
candidates for admission as members, associates, and juniors shall present to the 


* Anticipating a large attendance, he first applied to Dr. Morton, President, for the use of the 
Jarge hall of Stevens Institute, as a convenient and suitable place. Dr. Morton at once put the 
Institute building at the disposal of the Society. 
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Council brief written statements of their qualifications for admission. (See Ap- 
pendix.) After correspondence with a large and representative number of the 
attendants at the preliminary meeting, the chairman Gelieves it to be the general 
wish that all persons, including the attendants at the preliminary meeting, who 
desire admission to the Society, shall present such statements to the Council to be 
elected April 7, in order that the standard of qualification which may then be 
adopted shall apply equally to all who are admitted, 
Yours respectfully, 
A. L. HOLuey, 
Chairman of the preliminary meeting 


Upon its second page were extracts from the rules recommended at the prelimi- 
nary meeting. 

Pursuant to this call, the meeting for organization was held on Wednesday, April 
7, 1880, in the large hall of the Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, N. J. 

So far as can be ascertained the list of those present included the following 


gentlemen : 


Prof. 8. W. Robinson, 
R. Worthington, 
Thos. R. Pickering, 
Chas. B. Richards, 
Lewis F Lyne, 
Sam'l S. Webber, 
A. Vanderbilt, 
John Fish 

Wm. Hewitt, 
Jackson Bailey, 

F. H. Richards, 
Carleton W. Nason, 
W. H. Hoffman, 
F. F. Hemenway, 
David N. Meivin, 
John L. Gill, Jr., 
John M. Wallis, 

Cc. H. Brown, 

John Scott 

Ed. W. Thomas, 
Wm. E. Barrows, 
Albert Stearns, 
Fred’k Keppy, 

F. Firmstone, 

Jas, A. Burden, 

F. E, Galloupe, 
Harris Tabor, 

J. W. Cloud, 

R. H. Soule, 

Jos. J. White, 

Geo. S. Strong, 
Joshua Rose, 

C. C. Newton, 

F, M. Wheeler. 

L. B. Moore, 

M. N. Forney, 
Pres. Henry Morton, 
W. Weightman, 
John F. Ward, 
Chas. W. Isbell, 
John Cotter, 


Prof. De Volson Wood, 


F. W. Bacon, 

J. C. Bayles, 

W. H. Scranton, 
Chas. T. Thompson, 
Washington Jones, 
John E. Sweet, 
W. Durfee, 

R. W. Hunt, 
Horace Miller, 
W. L. Sweetland, 
H. A. Hill, 

Eben F. ells, 
G. Leverich, 

A. Hi. Emery, 
W. Wiley, 

G. B. Mallery, 
E D. Leavitt, Jr. 
W. E. Ward, 
Chas. T. Porter, 
S. W. Baldwin, 
C. C. Collins. 

A. B. Couch, 
Jerome Wheelock, 
Prof. S. W. Powel, 
Horace Lee, 

Geo. A. Barnard, 
G,. C. Hawkins, 
Wm. Lee Church, 
Geo, M. 
David P. Davis, 
Rob’t Grimshaw, 
W. B. Le Van, 
Chas. A. Moore, 

Rk. G. Ewer, 

W. G. Logan, 

H. E. Parson, 

H. S. Hayward, 
Chas. G. Buchanan, 
Chas. Sperry, 
Rob’t Briggs, 

A. Faber Du Faur, 
John Bogart. 
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Owing to the illness and consequent absence of Mr. A. L. Holley, chairman of 
the preliminary meeting, H. 8. Worthington, of New York, was chosen to preside, 
and Mr. J. ©. Bayles, then editor of 7he Iron Age, to act as Secretary. The 
President, Mr. Worthington, acting also in his capacity as (hairman of the Com- 
mittee on Organization, spoke substantially as follows : 


As Chairman of the Revising Cominittee allow me to state that these rules are 
submitted by the committee with some hesitation. Their revision has led to the 
discussion of many difficult points, upon which we had no precedents for our guid- 
ance, and it is well that they should be carefully considered now, as the success of 
the Socicty will depend very largely upon the wisdom with which these rules are 
framed and carried out. The principal changes that have been made from the 
original report are, first, as to the appointment of Secretary, which is placed in 
the hands of the Council, instead of the body of members, and to the Council are 
delegated powers to discharge him for cause. It is believed that the Council will 
haye better opportunities than the scattered members of noting the manner in 
which he discharges the duties of his difficult position. Second, in the election of 
officers, the cumulative system of voting has been adopted, so that the minority 
may have a voice in the management of the Society. Third, the rules with regard 
to the qualifications of members ; and here the committee have found the greatest 
difficulty. 

With regard to the eligibility of members, the committee were obliged to choose 
between three views ; first, that which would make membership practically free 
to everybody who chose to apply, whether qualified or not ; second that which, 
without attempting to define very accurately in advance the necessary qualifica 
tions, leaves the admission of the candidate to the careful judgment of the Council 
and the Society ; and third, that which, by attempting to accurately define the 
qualifications necessary for admission, would set up rigid standards which would 
leave the Council and the Society practically powerless, either to admit those en- 
gineers who unquestionably should enter, or to exclude those who are not qualified 
by character and attainments to advance the interests of mechanical progress. Of 
these three views, after patient deliberation, the committee have chosen the sec- 
ond plan, namely, to define the desired qualifications in general terms only, and 
to leave the admission of the candidates to the sober judgment and common sense 
of the Council and the Society. 

This rule especially, the committee trust, will be referred back to them for 
further consideration, unless it should prove to be considered werthy of adoption 
in its present form. 


The proposed rules were then read, and most of the articles adopted as read, 
only a few being held for discussion, or referred back to the committee. 

It was at first resolved that the Committee on Organization act as a temporary 
Council to decide on the eligibility of candidates for membership ; but on sugges 
tion that the meeting was really a caucus to consider the report of the Nominating 
Committee, it was unanimously resolved that the candidates named by the com- 
mittee be elected, and they were so chosen by a unanimous rising vote. 

The meeting, which had consumed the larger portion of the day, with the de- 
lightful rest taken to partake of the luncheon provided by President Morton, of 
Stevens Institute, then adjourned, having practically completed the organization 
of the Society. 

The official minutes of that meeting are summarized in the report of the Acting 
Secretary, given on page 4 of this volume. ‘The Council held frequent meetings 
during the interval from April to November, 1880, and acted upon a large number 
of candidates for membership. When the first meeting was held in what was then 
the Union League Theatre, Madison Avenue, corner of Twenty-sixth Street, New 
York, and reported in this volume, the membership consisted of : 
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